PRAYER VIGIL FOR RACIAL HEALING
A Collaboration between St. Andrew’s Church and Church of the Covenant

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH CONFESSION
God of love, we pray for your Church: for all lay and ordained ministers; and for all who seek
you in the community of the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out your
work of reconciliation in the world.
God of love, hear our prayers for the church.
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts
God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For peace and unity
across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that they would
serve the common good. Inspire all people with courage to speak out against hatred, to actively
resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of love.
God of freedom, hear our prayers for the world.
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts
God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our care: For the animals and
birds, the mountains and oceans, and all parts of your creation that have no voice of their own.
Stir up in us a thirst for justice that protects the earth and all its resources, that we may leave to
our children’s children the legacy of beauty and abundance that you have given us.
God of justice, hear our prayers for the earth.
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts
God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools and markets;
for our neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a desire for equality, respect, and
opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for justice and peace among all people, beginning
here at home.
God of peace, hear our prayers for this community.
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts
God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those whose lives are closely
linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of the human family. For refugees and
prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and despairing; for those facing violence; for all
held down by prejudice or injustice. Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek
and serve Christ in all persons.
God of mercy, hear our prayers for all who are in need.
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts
God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in every generation who have
worked for justice; for prophets who called us to racial reconciliation; for martyrs who died

because of hatred; and for all the communion of saints. Make us faithful to your call to proclaim
your Good News, by word and example, and bring us at last into the glorious company of the
saints in light.
God of grace, hear our prayers for those who have died.
Silence — Add your prayers, silently or in your hearts
Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the earth, that barriers would
crumble and divisions cease. Make us more fully your co-healers of the broken world. Unite us
with all people in bonds of love, that the whole earth and all its peoples may be at peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Confession
Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: You create all people in your
image and call us to love one another as you love us.
We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity of the human family. We
have desired to live in freedom, while building walls between ourselves and others. We have
longed to be known and accepted for who we are, while making judgements of others based on
the color of skin, or the shape of features, or the varieties of human experience. We have tried to
love our neighbors individually while yet benefitting from systems that hold those same
neighbors in oppression.
Forgive us, Holy God. Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. Strengthen us
for the work of reconciliation rooted in love. Restore us in your image, to be beloved
community, united in our diversity, even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, Holy and
undivided Trinity, now and for ever. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe
That God has revealed God’s self as the one
who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people;
That God, in a world full of injustice and enmity,
is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged.
That God calls the church to follow God in this;
for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry;
That God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right;
that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need,
which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against
any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream;
That the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely against
injustice and with the wronged;
That in following Christ the church must witness against all the powerful and privileged who
selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others. AMEN.
(The Belhar Confession)

PRAYERS FOR VARIOUS OCCASIONS
For Social Justice
Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil
and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to
employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, to the glory
of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. (Book of Common Prayer, p. 260)
For Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart [and
especially the hearts of the people of this land], that barriers which divide us may crumble,
suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 823)
For the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations
and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 815)
For Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no
strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples
may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be
dominion and glory, now and forever. Amen. (BCP p. 815)
Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is discord, union;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to
understand; to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that
we are born to eternal life. Amen.

