Shining the Light
Welcoming. Growing. Caring. All with Joyous Hearts.

April 21, 2021
Dear ones,
Countless statements and messages from civic and religious leaders have been released since
Judge Cahill read the jury's verdict yesterday afternoon. Some call the verdict justice for the
Floyd family. Others describe it not as justice but as accountability, arguing that justice will
come when institutions that disproportionately harm Black and Brown people are
transformed. Still others call the verdict a relief, recognizing that while we have far, far to
go as a country when it comes to racial equity, at least we can now affirm that the life of
George Floyd matters in the eyes of the state.
Each of these statements resonates with me, and my own mix of feelings and thoughts after
yesterday's news create a complicated internal swirl of relief, sadness, peace, worry, and
hope. Perhaps you are feeling similarly. For me, it's this last element--hope--that I am most
intrigued by. I haven't often felt it in this context, and I gratefully welcome it.
As Christians, we are wired for hope. At the heart of our faith is the story of God's ultimate
promise that God's love is stronger than death, and that even when all seems lost God will
find a way to save, to heal, and to restore what was broken. We often say we are Easter
people, and what we mean when we say that is that we tether our own stories to this central
story of God's powerful love. While we claim this identity as Easter people, we know how
fragile hope can feel in real world contexts where signs of Resurrection are sometimes
difficult to find.
Nevertheless, we hope. We hope because God's dream for us is a kingdom of justice, mercy,
and peace. We hope because God continues to show up in the midst of brokenness. We hope
because love is stronger than death. And today, we hope because one family breathed more
easily last night knowing their beloved son, brother, and father mattered.

With love and hope,
Rev. Dorota+
Read A Message from the Bishops of Virginia Following the Verdict in the Chauvin Trial

This Sunday at St. Andrew's
Sunday April 25, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Easter
10:00 a.m. Virtual Service
Readers: Dave Smith and Sid Ghosh
Readings for this week:
Acts 4:5-12 and John 10: 11-18

Click here to Join Worship on Sunday

YOUR FAITH, YOUR LIFE: AN INVITATION TO THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Registration Deadline this Week!
If you are seeking to begin or enrich your faith journey in the Episcopal Church, join Rev.
Dorota for a series of conversations in which we will discuss scripture, church history,
governance, theology, and worship. These sessions are open to all but may be especially
appropriate for those who are new to the Episcopal Church.
Sessions will be on May 2, 16, 30, and June 13 and 27 from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Weather
permitting, we will meet in person on the church lawn. Our text will
be Your Faith, Your Life: An Invitation to the Episcopal Church. To join, email Rev. Dorota no
later than Sunday, April 25 and order a copy of the book.

Join us for Outdoor Eucharist on Sunday, May 2
On Sunday, May 2, our worship will take place on the east lawn of the church. Please read all
information and register in advance for the service on our outdoor worship sign-up page.
For those who are unable to join us in person, a livestream of the service will be available
using our Sunday worship Zoom link.

Office Hours with Annie
Annie Jung, Seminarian would love to get to know you more and offer
"Outdoor Office Hours" to enjoy conversation together. Bring your
coffee and we can sit and sip, or if you are up to it, walking shoes for
a lovely stroll in the neighborhood.
To sign up, email Annie.
Fridays: April 23 and 30 from 10am- 2pm
Saturdays: (Before or after the Garden Shift) Apr 24, May 1

Updated Church Office Hours
If you have something to pick up or drop off, or if you just want to stop in and say hello,
please know that the church office will be open on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday mornings from 9:30am-12:30pm.
The main entrance will remain locked, so just knock when you arrive. If you are able to call
or email before your visit that would be best, but please know that drop-in visits are also
welcome.
If you have any questions, please contact Emily Blecksmith.

Garden of Hope
On Saturday April 17, nine volunteers (including three
Marymount students and two Arlington high school
students) worked in St. Andrew's Garden of Hope under
ideal weather conditions. Nura, Fatima, Danielle, Noah,
Rahyab, Jen, Nate, Anne, and Ted pruned the grape
vines, weeded, and watered. Thanks to Mother Nature,
there was no need to water during the week. The work
was completed in about 1.5 hours.
Our next work day is Saturday, April 24 starting at 9:00am (Sunday April 25 at 11:30am if it
is too wet on Saturday).
If you have an interest in volunteering in the St. Andrew's Garden for Hope, please sign-up
through Sign Up Genius, and practice these procedures to ensure volunteer safety:
1. A maximum of 20 people may be in the garden at a time
2. Volunteers must sign up through Sign Up Genius, in order to ensure that we are under our
volunteer limit. Please contact Emily Blecksmith, Parish Administrator, if you have questions.
3. Volunteers must wear a face covering that covers the mouth and nose
4. Volunteers must maintain 6' of distance from other volunteers while in the garden
(exceptions made for volunteers from the same household)
5. Volunteers must bring their own gardening gloves
6. Other general materials volunteers should bring as needed: a water bottle, sunscreen, sun
protection (e.g. hat, sunglasses, etc.)

Save the Date - Sunday May 16
Let's celebrate the anticipated arrival of a new addition to
the Wright-Pruski family on Sunday, May 16!
Invitations were sent by mail last week, but if you have not
received yours, please contact Karen White by email or
phone: 703-356-4816.

Formation Opportunities Around the Diocese
April 22 | VTS presents Just Faith Formation: Liberative Practices for Faith Communities
with Justice at the Center
3:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. (ET) via Zoom, variable pricing options (Free-$25)
Click here to register.
Sometimes our worship life and the ways we seek to do justice in the world are separate, but
it doesn't have to be this way. In this webinar, panelists Francisco García and Jennifer

McLaughlin will discuss concrete ways for incorporating justice into our life of faith and
bringing our faith into our community organizing. Come learn about liberative practices for
faith communities.
______________________________
Begins early May | Bishop Porter presents Evangelism as storytelling
We are our story. Stories are how we make meaning. When people asked Jesus complex
questions, he answered with stories. To that end, evangelism is about storytelling. We are
commissioned to go and tell the Good News, which is the story of what God has done, is
doing and has promised to do in us, with us and through us. This class will focus on sharing
our stories with one another in a safe container. At the end of the course, discussions will
include how evangelism as storytelling can be incorporated into a church's life in ways that
draw people into a similar activity.
Learn more about this class. If you are interested, please contact Anita Lisk. All classes will
be virtual and will begin in early May. There will be a clergy class and a laity class.
_______________________________
Upcoming Events at Shrine Mont
Shrine Mont will be open for the 2021 season with additional precautions for COVID safety.
View the full list of 2021 upcoming events.
April 30 - May 2 | Simply Yoga in the Mountains Devote a weekend to your wellbeing and practice active and passive yoga, including Hatha asana, gentle and Yin
yoga.
May 6-9 | Digital Photography Retreat Learn more about how to use your digital
camera and gain skills to take photos with better composition.

AFAC FOOD DRIVE
If you'd like to make an in-kind food donation, we invite you
to drop off the following items inside the plastic bin near
the main church office entrance, by the red mailbox.
NO GLASS CONTAINERS -- AFAC is not accepting any
items in glass containers
Canned tuna or chicken
Canned tomatoes or vegetables
Canned soup
Peanut Butter (in plastic jars only)
Low items sodium preferred
If you are interested in making a monetary donation to AFAC, you can do so through their
website: https://afac.org/donate/donate-give or by mailing a check payable to
the Arlington Food Assistance Center to P.O. Box 6261, Arlington, VA 22206.
Thank you to Carol Kiranbay for making the most recent delivery!
We are always looking for volunteers to drop off the in-kind donations. If you are able to
drive the donations to AFAC for a contactless delivery, please contact
the Parish Administrator.

Glorious Companions
For our Zoom meeting at 10:30am on Wednesday April 28, please read Part Two, Chapters 2
and 3 in The Power and the Glory by Graham Greene.
Click here to join us on Zoom, or dial in: (301) 715-8592 Meeting ID: 867 9811 7097 Passcode:
4000

Compline on Wednesday Evenings
Each Wednesday at 8:30pm members of St. Andrew's meet via this Zoom Compline link for a
brief service of contemplative nighttime prayers. All are welcome to join. For those who do
not have a copy of the BCP at home, you may download this Compline booklet.





