
Shining the Light
Welcoming. Growing. Caring. All with Joyous Hearts.

May 5, 2021

Dear ones,

As vaccines become more accessible across the country and here in Arlington (see below for
walk-in clinic information), covid cases are overwhelming hospitals around the world. We
have seen news of this surge in India in particular, where variants are spreading rapidly,
vaccine doses are limited, and oxygen supplies are depleted. Official reports only begin to
tell the story; experts estimate the number of covid-related deaths in India may be as much
as five times greater than official counts.

In addition to praying for the people of India, you can help by donating to these organizations
that fund and provide medical supplies:

- Direct Relief distributes oxygen concentrators and other medical supplies across India

- Oxygen for India is organized by the International Center for Disease Dynamics, Economics,
and Policy, and supports hospitals in ensuring access to oxygen for free

- The Indian Red Cross Society is providing medical resources to hospitals around India and
helping administer vaccines.

You can also help by supporting organizations that serve some of India's marginalized
communities:

- Indian Muslim Relief and Charities , an organization focused on India's Muslim community, is
distributing food, home medical kits, and school aid

https://www.directrelief.org/2021/04/direct-relief-commits-5-million-to-mobilize-medical-grade-oxygen-for-india/
https://cddep.org/research-area/covid-19/
https://www.indianredcross.org/ircs/index.php
https://www.imrcusa.org/


- The Transgender Welfare Equity and Empowerment Trust is creating and funding shelter
homes for transgender people in Delhi during the pandemic

- Care India is an NGO whose mission is empowering women and girls, is providing PPE to
frontline workers

These organizations have been recommended and vetted by PBS News Hour. This list is by no
means exhaustive, but it is a start. Thank you all for offering support in this time of crisis.

Love,
Rev. Dorota+

This Sunday at St. Andrew's  

Sunday May 9, 2021

Sixth Sunday of Easter

10:00 a.m. Virtual Service

Readers: Tom Cassidy, Sophia Ghosh,
John Williams

Readings for this week:
Acts 10: 44-48 and John 15: 9-17

Click here to Join Worship on Sunday

Save the Date: All-Parish Meeting on Sunday, June 13 at 10:30am

On Sunday, June 13, we will have a slightly abbreviated worship service at 10:00 a.m.,
followed by an All-Parish Meeting at 10:30 a.m., both using our usual Zoom worship link. At
the All-Parish Meeting, we will provide updates on our indoor regathering process, 2021
finances, and what to expect while Rev. Dorota is on leave. Don't miss it!

Pentecost is Sunday May 23

https://tweetindia.org/mission/
https://www.careindia.org/
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html#gsp1
https://zoom.us/j/592431032?pwd=SmRBakZLWUE0d2haNnNNTTAzQ295Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/592431032?pwd=SmRBakZLWUE0d2haNnNNTTAzQ295Zz09#success


An Invitation to Help with Sunday Worship

Have you ever wondered how the altar at church is set? Or how the flowers are put together?
Or have you wished you could serve on the altar or be a part of the service itself? Well, the
St. Andrew's Altar Guild and the Lay Worship Ministry are looking for new volunteers. The
Altar Guild is in charge of setting the altar and preparing the service and the Lay Worship
Ministry are all the volunteers who are part of the actual service (ushers, readers, altar
servers etc). We are always looking for volunteers and with the upcoming return to in-person
services the need is even greater. 

On June 12 we will be holding a training session for all those who are interested in helping
with in-person indoor services for the Lay Worship Ministry. This training is mandatory. It will
begin at 10:30 and last about an hour and will take place in the sanctuary.   

Also, on June 12 we will be holding a meeting for the Altar Guild for all those who are
interested in the ministry and for all those who are currently part of the Guild. The meeting
will take place in the lounge and will be at 11:45. 

If you are interested in joining any of these ministries, including helping with Zoom services
or the in-person outdoor services as an usher or reader please let Ana White know.

Prayer List
 
Would you like to add a name to the prayer list? If so, please email the church office with
your request. Names will be kept on the prayer list for about a month unless otherwise
specified, and will be published weekly in Shining the Light.   

Walk-In COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics Available This Week - through Friday, May 7

Arlington County’s Public Health Division is offering walk-in vaccine clinics to individuals ages
16 and up this week. No appointments required. Please bring any form of identification to
confirm your identity (examples include driver’s license, utility bill, insurance card or
paystub). Arlington residency is not required: anyone from any jurisdiction is welcome.
Location and hours can be found here.

https://newsroom.arlingtonva.us/release/walk-in-covid-19-vaccine-clinics-available-this-week/


Baby Shower for Rev. Dorota and Colin Sunday May
16!

Let's celebrate the anticipated arrival of a new addition to
the Wright-Pruski family on Sunday, May 16!

Invitations have been sent, but if you have not received
yours, please contact Karen White by email or phone: 703-
356-4816.

Calling all Graduates!

If you are graduating this year, we want to celebrate you!
Please email Rev. Dorota know you are graduating; then join
us for outdoor Eucharist on Sunday, June 6 for a special
celebration and blessing.

Updated Church Office Hours

If you have something to pick up or drop off, or if you just want to stop in and say hello,
please know that the church office will be open on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday mornings from 9:30am-12:30pm.

The office is closed today, Wednesday May 5, but will be open Thursday and Friday this
week. If you have any questions, please contact Emily Blecksmith.

The Wizard of Oz

When a cyclone lifts you and your house over the rainbow,
you follow the yellow brick road to find your way back
home. When a pandemic cancels your performance, you
explore other options to bring the thrill of live theater to
your audience. After months of doing just that, The Saint
Andrew’s Players are producing a video performance of The
Wizard of Oz that will be streamed on SHOWTIX4U on June
19 & 20 and over the Fourth of July weekend. 

Details on how to watch the show will be posted here and on the church website in the
weeks leading up to the viewing dates. Rehearsals and filming under the Direction of Jane
Massant will take place at outdoor sites around St. Andrew’s during the coming
weeks. Anyone who is not already involved who would like to lend a helping hand during
rehearsals and filming (setting up, cleaning props, supervising compliance with covid
protocols by the cast) is invited to make your interest known to our Producer, John Williams.

Application for Scholarship

The Committee for Outreach and Human Needs will again be accepting scholarship
applications electronically this year.  Applicants can download the form here, then fill out
the form and attach a letter of recommendation from an adult in the parish. Please email
your application, including the letter of recommendation, to the church office by July 4.
Previous awardees should fill out the form and include a copy of your latest grades. For
questions, please contact the church office.  

Garden of Hope
  

https://files.constantcontact.com/bbfcbf66301/acdcc4f4-ad0a-46a9-8840-69eaf91c844c.docx


On Saturday May 1, 15 volunteers (including seven Marymount
students, one George Mason student, and one Arlington high
school student) worked in St. Andrew's Garden of Hope. Sosena,
Ashley, Maviko, Jacqueline, Anwar, Jacey, Christian, Katie, Jen,
Nate, John, Dave, Doris, Anne, and Ted weeded and
watered. The work was completed in about 1 hour.  During the
week, Nicole, Adam, Doris, Anne, and Ted watered the garden
and the new pear trees. Very soon we will pick the first radishes
and install the drip irrigation system. The garden is really looking
good.

Our next work day is Saturday, May 8 starting at 9:00am (Sunday
May 2 at 11:30am if it is too wet on Saturday).

If you have an interest in volunteering in the St. Andrew's Garden for Hope, please sign-up
through Sign Up Genius, and practice these procedures to ensure volunteer safety:

1. A maximum of 20 people may be in the garden at a time
2. Volunteers must sign up through Sign Up Genius, in order to ensure that we are under our
volunteer limit. Please contact Emily Blecksmith, Parish Administrator, if you have questions.
3. Volunteers must wear a face covering that covers the mouth and nose
4. Volunteers must maintain 6' of distance from other volunteers while in the garden
(exceptions made for volunteers from the same household)
5. Volunteers must bring their own gardening gloves
6. Other general materials volunteers should bring as needed: a water bottle, sunscreen, sun
protection (e.g. hat, sunglasses, etc.)

AFAC FOOD DRIVE

If you'd like to make an in-kind food donation, we invite you
to drop off the following items inside the plastic bin near
the main church office entrance, by the red
mailbox: canned tuna or chicken, canned tomatoes or
vegetables, canned soup, and peanut butter in plastic jars.
Low sodium items are preferred, and NO GLASS
CONTAINERS will be accepted.

If you are interested in making a monetary donation to
AFAC, you can do so through their
website: https://afac.org/donate/donate-give or by mailing
a check payable to the Arlington Food Assistance Center to P.O. Box 6261, Arlington, VA
22206. Thank you to the Ghosh family for making the most recent delivery!

We are always looking for volunteers to drop off the in-kind donations. If you are able to
drive the donations to AFAC for a contactless delivery, please contact
the Parish Administrator.

Glorious Companions

For our Zoom meeting at 10:30am on Wednesday May 12, please read Part Three, Chapter 1
in The Power and the Glory by Graham Greene. Click here to join us on Zoom, or dial in:
(301) 715-8592 Meeting ID: 867 9811 7097 Passcode: 4000

Compline on Wednesday Evenings

Each Wednesday at 8:30pm members of St. Andrew's meet via this Zoom Compline link for a
brief service of contemplative nighttime prayers. All are welcome to join. For those who do
not have a copy of the BCP at home, you may download this Compline booklet.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015h6HKPtb7qZwmQOmD8_NIXXcsRFasWe_mID1oBqABlua9l4AuvHjrlv_vwEdiMHE7ysu-Bqr_C2_FSWYeVT_rcvwiwC5MrQHcu4d1gpa2JDsfTfIkUrf7apMwboYUKemtM1DBLtlv_MgIvGVoEdEwIqJRLIH7ovfvouH1ExtotcPswU3wdC0RAYLuTeWexim&c=UaTCDv_ZPzZCGcZ-mSPy4jC_4Cf-C-gUSUj_RSNuwdGPlb_VvFonxA==&ch=stRI_26kybrTYcVI8lRLOjIYIWByQLtPDArtx8wUH8XHLGi8W46n5w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015h6HKPtb7qZwmQOmD8_NIXXcsRFasWe_mID1oBqABlua9l4AuvHjrlv_vwEdiMHE7ysu-Bqr_C2_FSWYeVT_rcvwiwC5MrQHcu4d1gpa2JDsfTfIkUrf7apMwboYUKemtM1DBLtlv_MgIvGVoEdEwIqJRLIH7ovfvouH1ExtotcPswU3wdC0RAYLuTeWexim&c=UaTCDv_ZPzZCGcZ-mSPy4jC_4Cf-C-gUSUj_RSNuwdGPlb_VvFonxA==&ch=stRI_26kybrTYcVI8lRLOjIYIWByQLtPDArtx8wUH8XHLGi8W46n5w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HyAcZwgzBthV4V5cktmnqRxxcc2X3KfIL5tJC_z8ohC_ljIsFyrixl9sF9HZDBjamIaVw9MxqwHL9O__a4n5UBM42VrRqruVUOqxxOJbtraVxbs5CCP0DEjHbncija46S9IYmQV5nFFmsxR_oc2kDvr4topEDr3Y&c=CBZu06P3qz_ngAajqI1u2ZFpq2uS1QCjKE3OlQZ4vK5ncP0jqqqEkQ==&ch=j_i1RipsLmFJaZc-8UXCZ0MSo7W6qJpM2pDhPtI2q0gvw1DXUnpTPg==
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798117097?pwd=YUM0ZGRTbmk5MmpOeUFuTVVYRDM1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84919659070?pwd=YVkzUGhsYTlpV3RvLzlmSHdaYTBMUT09
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001IX04t7Blbq8Xb52-CApgqEptB7uqwCgv-IBvMmm5jS3EW9gLNovpZdAp6u0uxVQwFK-Ckj2ya8CEI2y-KJD5wUyLWoXU9T9hCqoAE68x_KlogcqcboctK42gPU4QsfNqYJZBu3-1327Udf_19TCpDp4MvGrxNHhAUpV72z3NgJyKHwBJAvBcGOSDCB4Z8DM3G11HCrfT7GHm-Yca3qTBFmCU-sQTzRfan8GMOTUlBCY=&c=y4G0hvXAVRZ3MaLEg7Z_9wYrAp3KxNIdOTqhfZ8puMFDSwelCUei4g==&ch=eHR0wdcStqD8IohtcEcDe9Ka87h_M_BPm0FPV3o6RzGIcsafsnJ2FA==


   

https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewsarlington
https://www.instagram.com/standrewsarlington/

