Shining the Light
Welcoming. Growing. Caring. All with Joyous Hearts.

October 27, 2021
Dear Saint Andrews,
In this last Shining the Light before the return of our rector, Rev. Dorota, from family leave,
I feel we are all anticipating her return. But I am also feeling anticipation for return in
another sense.
We have been dealing with sick kids in our family off and on since school started back, and
that (plus all of the weekend travel we did during the summer months) has made me feel
somewhat disconnected from the worship life of the church recently. But as I thought about
that I reflected that there are times like this for all of us. Times when attending to what
seem to be the most immediate needs we’re facing at any given moment can take its toll,
leaving us feeling that we have neglected other important things.
But that feeling is, in my view, God calling us back. Reminding us that we are part of a
community that welcomes us back. If anyone reading this has been absent from the St.
Andrews community for a period of time, whether due to illness, travel, pandemic concerns,
or just the push and pull of life, I hope you can anticipate the warm welcome that awaits you
on your return.
Warmly,

Sarah Flowers
Vestry Member

This Sunday at St. Andrew's
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday October 31, 2021
8:00 a.m. Spoken Eucharist in the Sanctuary
Crucifer: Bob McCabe
Prayer Leader: Jean Lynn
Lector: Jean Lynn
Altar server: Dave Smith
10:00 a.m. Choral and Family Eucharist in the Sanctuary
Crucifer: Sonja Bakker
Prayer Leader: Sonja Bakker
Lector: Susanna Bakker, Jen Madsen
Altar server: Dana Madsen
Usher: Susanna Bakker, Jen Madsen
Counters: Bob Len, Joy Oakes
Celebratory Coffee Hour after the 10:00 a.m. service to welcome back Rev. Dorota
Readings: Ruth 1: 1-18, Hebrews 9: 11-14 and Mark 10: 46-52

Join Us for a Special Welcome Back Coffee Hour this
Sunday!
Please join us in welcoming Rev. Dorota back from parental leave
this Sunday after the 10:00 a.m. service in the Undercroft.

Stewardship Campaign Kickoff
As we welcome Rev. Dorota back from parental leave, we celebrate St.
Andrew’s adjustment to a new normal and look forward to a 2022 that
will allow us to engage the community more broadly and continue to
gather safely in our spiritual home.
This begins with us as a community - All in This Together committing to the means that make all of this possible. This week, letters and pledge cards
will be mailed out, and our goal this year is 100 percent participation. More information will
be provided in the upcoming weeks; if you have any questions please reach out to the
committee of Jen Madsen, Jen Gowetski, and Mary Lynn Rynkiewicz.

Upcoming in November - Mark Your Calendars!
Sunday November 14: Bishop’s visit and Confirmation, one service at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday November 21: St. Andrew’s Day and Stewardship Ingathering, one service at
10:00 a.m.

Rev. Rachel's Sermon from October 24: "The Way to Christ is With Empty
Hands"
The blind beggar Bartimaeus presents an unusual role model for us in last Sunday's Gospel. As
Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker notes, he calls out to Jesus for nothing but mercy, and has nothing
to offer in return. Instead of pointing to our accomplishments and asking Jesus what more we
can do to earn our way into heaven, we must acknowledge our brokenness and seek only his
mercy and grace. And we can trust that he leads us on a path toward hope and eternal life.

Glorious Companions
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, November 3, at 10:30 am in the Lounge — masked
and socially-distanced.
Please read the chapter on Susanna Wesley in our book, 7 Men and 7 Women by George
Metaxas.

St. Andrew’s Players
Many thanks to those who have come forward to serve on the St. Andrew’s Players 50th
Anniversary Committee. We will have our first zoom meeting in the next few weeks. There
is still room for more people and ideas, of course. All are welcome, regardless of age or
experience with the St. Andrew’s Players. Remembering 50 years of productions and the
hundreds of participants who made them possible sounds like an impossible goal. The
Players have always loved a challenge and embrace this one with much enthusiasm. If you
are interested in planning for this 2022 event, please email Jane Massant or call 703 9756615.

Altar Flower Dedications
Would you like to recognize a significant person, event or date in your
life with altar flowers? If so, we have a few Sundays left this
year. You can sign up on the bulletin board outside of Rev. Dorota’s
office. Suggested minimum donation for altar flowers is $50.

Garden of Hope Update
On Saturday October 24th, Sade, Ann, Doris and Dave along
with 12 volunteers for the Marymount Lacrosse Team
including Noah, Andrew, Tony, Jordan, Grant, Patrick,
Creek, Gavin, Mason, Matt, Angel and Coach Jon worked ~2.0

hours to harvest 68.5 lbs. of peppers and tomatoes. In
addition, our enthusiast crew removed most of the tomato
clips along with removing/dismantling two rows of tomatoes.
Doris delivered the produce to Rock Spring Congregational
Church Monday, 10/25 for further distribution to various
food banks by the “plot against hunger” volunteers.
To date, the garden has produced for donation, 3,399 lbs.
of fresh organic vegetables for local food banks…a new alltime record!
We also want to also give a big shot out to Becky Halbe and her team at Rock Spring
Congregational Church for storing and distributing the produce to those in need! Thanks,
Becky and crew! They have processed almost 9000 lbs. this year for local food banks!
Our next work day is Saturday, October 30 starting at 9:00am (Sunday October 31 at 11:30am
if it is too wet on Saturday). If you have an interest in volunteering in the St. Andrew's
Garden for Hope, please sign-up through Sign Up Genius. Volunteers are also needed on
Tuesdays and Thursdays to water. If you have questions, please contact Emily Blecksmith,
our Parish Administrator.
Thanks for all you support to date!

Cherrydale Baptist Church Fall Festival October 30
Our neighbors across the street will be holding their annual fall festival
this Saturday from 3:00pm- 5:00pm. Food, candy, games, costume
parade and more!
Click here for more information and to register.

In Our Prayers
This week we pray for:
Trudy Koczyk
Laura Ingles
John Ingles
Chuck Shelton
Henry Schmidt
Curtis David Powers
Would you like to add a name to the prayer list? If so, please email the church office with
your request. Names will be kept on the prayer list for about a month unless otherwise
specified, and will be published weekly in Shining the Light.

Donation Opportunity
AFAC FOOD DRIVE
If you'd like to make an in-kind food donation, we invite you to drop off the following items
inside the the main entrance to the church, during church office hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am 2:00pm: canned tuna or chicken, canned tomatoes or vegetables, canned soup, and peanut
butter in plastic jars. Low sodium items are preferred, and NO GLASS CONTAINERS will be
accepted.
We are always looking for volunteers to drop off the in-kind donations. If you are able to
drive the donations to AFAC for a contactless delivery, please contact
the Parish Administrator.

Thank you to the Ghosh for taking our most recent donation to AFAC!

Mask and Physical Distancing Guidelines
Masks and physical distancing are required for everyone
over the age of 2, whether vaccinated or unvaccinated,
when gathering indoors.
These measures, however long they remain a requirement,
are things we can do to show our love and care for one
another. Thank you for your patience and grace as we
navigate worshiping together safely during changing COVID
circumstances.

Compline on Wednesday Evenings
Each Wednesday at 8:30pm members of St. Andrew's meet via this Zoom Compline link for a
brief service of contemplative nighttime prayers. All are welcome to join. For those who do
not have a copy of the BCP at home, you may download this Compline booklet.





