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Revival  



From the Rector 
Will you not revive us again,  
so that your people may rejoice in you?  Psalm 85:6 
 
Dear ones, 

 

Is it a fool’s errand to long for revival as we begin the third year of a pandemic that 

has claimed almost one million lives? Or is it a testimony to the persistence of hope 

that we continue to seek new life, even in the midst of death? Maybe it’s both. As we 

say whenever we commend to God one who has died, “All of us go down to the dust; 

yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.” Even in death, we 

must sing the song of life. 

 

We are entering Lent, a season in the church year that takes us on that journey from 

death to revival. We begin with ashes smeared across our foreheads in recognition that we are dust and to dust we 

shall return. We end with an empty tomb and the promise of life made new, not only for the Word made flesh but for 

all of us.  

 

For our church, I see revival in many ways. This publication you are holding is a revival of an old tradition (see “What 

we found in the attic” on page 6). We have re-resumed in-person worship. The St. Andrew’s Players are bringing fifty 

years of history into the present in new, creative ways. Some of the men of St. Andrew’s are reviving a monthly break-

fast beginning in May. And we have several baptisms to look forward to this year, as members of our community 

begin a new life in Christ. God is doing beautiful new things here. 

 

What does that journey of revival look like in your life? What new thing is God unearthing for you? However revival is 

finding you, I hope it leaves you singing. 
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At a recent meeting of St. Andrews’ Vestry, we reviewed a proposal to restart 

The Net newsletter. We were all enthusiastic about the idea of bringing back to 

life this means for communicating with the parish and all those interested in 

the many streams of activity going on at our church. 

 

Renewal of The Net coincides with the renewal of the Vestry. We have new 

members who have stepped in and stepped up on behalf of the parish. We have 

current members moving into new roles and taking on new assignments. And 

we have new Vestry liaisons working with our volunteer leaders across minis-

tries, bringing ideas forward. While it is not yet spring, it feels like we are in the 

season of renewal and rebirth at St. Andrew’s. 

 

As the Vestry renews our journey and works with Reverend Dorota to plan for the joyous work ahead, we have an 

opportunity to restart and reset our mission. Coming out of this phase of COVID, there is a real sense of hope that 

we can refocus our energy not just on managing and triaging the events of today, but looking forward with inten-

tionality on how to grow as a church and as a parish for tomorrow. In the weeks ahead, the Vestry will be discussing 

how we restart down the paths we had aspired to before COVID and how we find new paths for strengthening the 

foundation of St. Andrew’s, better engaging our local community, and finding new ways to serve each other and 

serve God.  

 

We are excited for this work and this new phase, as well as the opportunity to do it together as a church. "When we 

work with love we renew the spirit; that renewal is an act of self-love, it nurtures our growth." -bell hooks   

Dispatch from the Vestry  

JC Scott 

The Rev. Dorota Wright-
Pruski 



Upcoming at St. Andrew’s 

 

Garden of Hope  

Planting begins in March, check our  

website for how you can volunteer! 

 
Lenten Formation Offering 

Every Sunday during Lent from 9:10am  - 

9:40am in the Lounge—See the weekly 

eNews for more details 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday March  2 

Service at 6:30pm 

 

St. Andrew’s Players Benefit Dinner 

Saturday March 19 

Stay tuned for more detail in the weekly 

eNews! 

 

Palm Sunday 

Sunday April 10 

One service at 10:00am  

 

Maundy Thursday, 

Thursday April  14 

Soup supper at 6:00pm, service at 6:30pm 

 

Good Friday 

Friday April 15 

Soup supper at 6:00pm, service at 6:30pm 

 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday April 17 

One service at 10:00am  
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Welcome to The Net! 
We’re going old-school and reviving St. 
Andrew’s longstanding newsletter as a 

quarterly publication.  Enjoy!

Music Ministry  
For me, the word revival conjures memo-

ries of week-long church events with guest 

preachers and country gospel quartets. 

When I was learning to play piano I spent 

time playing out of the hymnal. This was a 

form of prayer for me. I found peace in the 

words and music of revival hymns like 

“Just As I Am,” “There is Power in the 

Blood,” and “Love Lifted Me.”  

  

Much of the theology in those revivals em-

phasized personal guilt which has since 

made me shy away from some of those 

hymns at times. I’ve come to believe, though, that while there is truth in 

that theology, our redemption through Jesus is more complicated than our 

personal failures and forgiveness. 

  

God calls us just as we are. God made us who we are, and the gifts of our 

being were designed by God for God's kingdom. God is not just preparing 

us for heaven; God is using us to bring the promised kingdom to fulfill-

ment.  

  

While some of my childhood favorite hymns still focus too much on “self” 

for my liking, many of them have taken on a richer meaning. 

  

What are your favorite hymns and how do they speak to you? What gifts 

has God given you to transform the world for God's purpose? 

Family Ministries 

It’s Time For A Revival of 
Joy 
 
As I stare at the empty blocks of the  

daily world puzzle- I find a little bit of joy. 
Whether I finish it two or in five or fail-  

I have had a moment…just a moment of joy. 
I also find joy in Mario Party, learning the ins 

and outs of Washington DC and laughing 

with my family. 

 
In a time that has challenged all of us mentally, physically, and spiritually I 

believe we need a revival of joy.  We need to encourage each other in this joy.  

 
Whether it's listening to your favorite song, eating your favorite food, hiking 

on a new trail, or playing your favorite online puzzle- find those things that 

revive your joy and in turn- strengthen your love for God’s creation. 

Brandon Heishman 

Mallory Nonnemaker 
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Bishop’s Visitation and Confirmation November 14 

After a one and a half year 

postponement due to Covid, 

St. Andrew’s was finally able 

to welcome Bishop Porter 

Taylor for confirmation and 

reception of eight individuals 

(Confirmation: Sonja Bakker, 

Daniel Kirschman,  Isabel 

Len, JC Scott, Cullen Thomas 

and Joshua Virgadamo; Re-

ception: Joe Klem and Rosa-

lia Rodriguez-Garcia).  The 

service was followed by a 

beautiful reception, once 

again expertly planned by the  

Welcome and Fellowship 

Committee.    

Brandon Heishman and Josh Simon’s Wedding 
Shower on October 24 
Brandon and Josh 

were married on  

October 31, 2021, after 

postponing their  

wedding (not once, but 

twice!) due to Covid.  

The Welcome and  

Fellowship Committee  

planned and organized 

this lovely Grecian-

themed wedding  

shower, which  

included a brunch, 

money-tree and special 

toast by Karen White.   

Congratulations,  

Brandon and Josh! 

Last Fall 
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Last Fall 

St. Andrew’s Day, November 21 

St. Andrew’s Day 2021 was celebrated in-person for the first time in two years.  The day was mild and sunny, perfect condi-

tions for our bagpipe-lead procession into church.   St. Andrews has been celebrating St. Andrew’s Day with bagpipers and 

drummers on a Sunday close to the Saint’s feast day since 1975.   The bagpipers and drummers were made a part of the cele-

bration at the suggestion of the church’s music director at the time, Kurt Karlsson, in recognition of St. Andrew as patron 

saint of Scotland. 
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1. When did you join St . Andrew’s? 

Anne and  I began coming to St. Andrew's in the fall of 1968.  We had 

just returned to Arlington from our assignment to the American Embassy 

in Ankara, Turkey.  We wanted an Episcopal church, and this area gave us 

many choices.  We picked St. Andrew's, based on the reputation 

of its Rector, Reverend Robert Andrews, and the music program under 

Kurt Karlsson.  

  
2. What do you love most about St. Andrew’s? 

This parish always has many interests and many irons in the fire, as 

demonstrated by the 2021 Annual Report.  That diversity makes it easy to 

try new things.  I tried B&G some 18 years ago, and I am still there.  

3. What is your favorite movie and why? 

 Stanley Kubrick's 'Paths of Glory,' is a 1957 antiwar movie starring Kirk Douglas as Captain Dax.  Set in the 

French lines on the Western Front in 1915, it is a powerful tale of senseless slaughter, heroism, opportunism, 

and vainglory.   The title comes from a line in 'Elegy Written in a Country Courtyard' -- i.e., 'The paths of glory 

lead but to the grave.'  At the end Captain Dax -- before leading his men back to the brutal front, where most will 

die -- watches them in a crowded bar as they hoot at a captive German girl .  She starts to sing 'Es war einmal ein 

treuer Hussar' -- a folk song about love, death, and loss.  Mesmerized, the hard-bitten soldiers start to hum the 

tune as the girl sings.   Like those soldiers, the audience when I saw the film was mesmerized by this scene.  So, 

too, was Stanley Kubrick, who later married its beautiful singer.     

     

Three Questions With Jim Williams 

What We Found in the Attic  
Over the summer I was cleaning out the filing cabinet in the outer of-

fice when I stumbled upon a plastic bin full of old issues of St. An-

drew’s monthly newsletter, The Net.   

It was this discovery that led to the idea of reviving The Net as an addi-

tional  way to showcase who we are as a community, as a supplement 

to the weekly  eNews. 

Some highlights from these old newsletters: In the August/September 

2001 issue, the Wardens wrote about the upcoming Community Picnic 

(then called the Parish Life Festival) and the St. Andrew’s Players were 

planning on an interpretive reading of T.S. Eliot’s Murder in the Ca-

thedral later in the fall.  The February 1996 issue referenced a January 

blizzard that forced the postponement of both the Annual Meeting and 

the Epiphany pageant.  The May 1988 issue introduced a new summer seminarian, announced plans for a special 

family bingo day and publicized St. Andrew’s brand new telephone directory (the names, addresses and phone 

numbers had been generated from St. Andrew’s “new computer files.”).   

These back issues are also full of familiar announcements: Christmas tree sales, blood drives, garden updates, 

Players performances… they are a window into the past, but inform our present as well.   It’s clear than many of 

the things we do now are things St. Andrew’s has been doing for decades, and reviving this newsletter will join 

that list of St. Andrew’s traditions.   

Some of these back issues of The Net will be on display in the lounge.  We hope you’ll  be able to spend a little 

time walking down memory lane! - Emily Blecksmith 

Jim Williams 
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Advent and Christmas 

Annual Christmas Tree Sale  
Like almost every year, we had a fantastic Christmas Tree selling season this year. The trees arrived from Vermont just before 

Thanksgiving and we started the sales the day after the holiday. We sold out almost all of the trees that holiday weekend. More 

than a dozen congregants came out to assist with selling to our local community. The amazing marketing campaign led by Joe 

Klem, Claire Jones and Mark Seip had buyers coming from DC and Fairfax and it didn’t hurt that we had Santa there each day 

keeping everyone in a jolly mood.  - Bob Len 

Left to right: Lloyd Starns (and friend in blue jacket), Tom Cassidy and  
Mike Rauseo 

Left to right: Mike Rauseo, Bob Len, Rob McDonald, Mark Seip Colin and the Rev. Dorota Wright-Pruski with 
their son Charlie and nephew Henryk Pruski 
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Despite the rising Covid-omicron cases, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services were safely held in person with a few last-

minute changes, including forgoing Communion.  Silent Night, usually sung at the end of the service by candle light, was moved 

outdoors, a solemn and moving way to end the service. 

5:00pm Christmas Eve Service  

Advent and Christmas 

Christmas Eve is a special time for many reasons, and 

our 5pm family service captures that in many ways, 

whether you are a long-time parishioner, a guest visit-

ing to share the holidays, or someone brand new to St. 

Andrew’s.  We love worshiping as an intergenerational 

church, and at this service everyone comes together to 

play a part in that tradition. As the Christmas story is 

shared by narrators of all ages, the nativity is filled fig-

ure by figure by our youngest congregants. Paper stars 

are clipped to a cord that spans the altar, then raised to 

“light” the sky over Bethlehem.  
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Sandwich-making for PathForward, AFAC Donations,  
Garden of Hope 

Outreach and Parish Life 
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St. Anne’s Guild Christmas Luncheon 

The St. Anne’s Guild is a women’s group with a 50 year tradition here at St. Andrew’s, with the goals of Fellowship, Hospi-
tality, Spiritual Enrichment and Outreach.  All are welcome to attend meetings, which are held on the second Tuesday in 
March, June, and September, and the first Tuesday in December. Meetings comprise a short business discussion, lunch 
and a program.   
 
The December meeting began with a discussion of how and to what organizations the St. Anne’s Guild outreach funds 
would be distributed.  After those decisions were made, the women continued with their annual holiday luncheon, which 
always includes a White Elephant gift exchange.   It was truly an afternoon of  fellowship and hospitality!   
 

Outreach and Parish Life 

The members of St. Anne’s Guild pictured are: (top row, left to right) Florence Tanabe, Carol Kiranbay, Rosalia Garcia-
Rodriguez, Lloyd Starns, Karen White, Joyce Fall, Sarah Flowers, Helen Ely (bottom row, left to right) Ruth Duvall, Joan 
Fern, Debbie Green and the Rev. Dorota Wright-Pruski. 
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Pandemic Pets 

Joyce and Milt Fall 
welcomed Lucy, an 
English Springer 
Spaniel, in January 
of this year.  Joyce 
says, “She’s a bun-
dle of energy and 
doing a great job 
training us!” 

 

The Bakker-
Ensley family got 
two cats, Oliver 
Twist & Trixie, 
during the pan-
demic (Ollie in 
Nov 2020 and 
Trixie in April 
2021).  They are 
Siberian forest 
cats, which are 
less allergenic than many other breeds.  They are both 
extremely sociable (typical of this breed); Ollie partic-
ularly loves attention.  Trixie is very spunky and ac-
tive; Ollie keeps a close eye on her but isn’t as 
busy.  They are like one another’s shadows (when not 
napping).  Ollie is on left, Trixie on right.  

From the Inbox:  A few weeks ago we asked: Did you get a pet during the pandemic? 

The Blecksmith-Walters household welcomed two cats during the pandemic, 
Teddy (black) and Edie (stripes).   Teddy is mild mannered but a little aloof, 
while Edie is all snuggles.  Teddy and Edie were not adopted together, but 
fortunately they get  along reasonably well with each other and our 8 year-
old black lab, Dewey.   Both cats have a fondness for empty cardboard boxes, 
sleeping on backpacks and fighting over who gets the top spot on the kitty 
condo.   

The Nonnemaker family wel-
comed pet turtle Larry to the 
family in the summer of 
2020.  Says Mallory: “Finley 
has always wanted a pet tur-
tle and we told him when he 
turned 7 we would get him 
one.  When we were moving 
to Virginia, another seminary 
family asked for someone to 
adopt their turtle and Larry 
joined our family just in time 
for Finley and Fletcher’s 7th 
birthday!”  

From Mary Lynn Rynkiewicz: 
“We adopted Pumpkin (Pie), 
a Boxer-Great Pyrenees mix, 
last July. She is now over 60 
pounds, so we can’t do this 
anymore, but it’s one of my 
favorite photos of her.” 



Welcoming. Growing. Caring. All with joyous hearts. That’s who we are. That’s what we 
do. So stop by and say hello whether for a cup of coffee, to tend our garden that feeds the 
hungry or to join us at worship. There’s a place for you at St. Andrew’s! 
 
Located in the heart of Arlington, Virginia, we offer something for everyone: from lifelong 
Episcopalians, to those just starting their spiritual journey, to recent trans-
plants looking for a new church home. Together, our church family is seeking a deeper 
relationship with God; supporting those in need in our congregation, neighborhood and 
beyond; and having a lot of fun along the way. We embrace all those who walk through 
our doors and strive to give back to the community.  

 

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church—Who We Are   

St. Andrew’s Staff 

The Rev. Dorota Wright-Pruski,  

Rector 

Brandon Heishman, Director of Music  

Mallory Nonnemaker, Family Ministry  

Emily Blecksmith, Parish Administrator  

 

St. Andrew’s  Vestry  

JC Scott, Senior Warden 

Mike Rauseo, Junior Warden 

Doris Smith, Treasurer 

Marie Hone, Register  

David Adcock 

Camille Benton 

Elissa Ghosh 

Sarah Flowers 

Bob McCabe 

Rosalia Rodriguez-Garcia 

Mark Seip 

 

 

ICYMI: Other Notable Events from Fall of 2021 
(In Case You Missed It) 

Pet Blessing October 3, 2021  Celebration of Rev. Rachel’s (our supply priest during 
Rev. Dorota’s parental leave) last Sunday, October 24 
2021. 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
4000 Lorcome Lane 
Arlington, VA 22207 

What Will We Revive Next?  Stay Tuned... 


