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From the Seminarian 

Dispatch from the Stewardship Committee  
It's the season for giving: giving thanks and giving gifts. But what does it really mean to 

be giving in grace? 

  

When we give in grace, we give joyfully with our hearts, minds, and souls. We don't ex-

pect anything in return, whether that's something monetary or a place of honor. And we 

acknowledge -- with gratitude -- all that God has done for us in our lives. Which, when 

you think about it, is everything. We have food and drink thanks to the animals,  

vegetables, and water that God provides. We have jobs because God has given us certain 

skills and delight in using them. We have friends because God has put into our lives 

people whose love supports and enriches us and people for whom we do the same.  

  

St. Andrew's regularly gives in grace: our Garden of Hope, our participation in Arling-

ton's PRIDE festival, our welcoming new people into the family of Christ and the  

community of our church. It’s our spiritual home that allows us to do more together than we could on our own to share 

God’s love in the world. 

  

Our church is facing tough budget times, yes. And while making sure we can pay our bills is important, the idea of giving 

in grace goes far beyond cleaning costs and utilities. Giving in grace to St. Andrew’s is our chance to say thank you, God, 

for giving us a place where we can come together to spread your message of faith, hope, and love with one another and the 

world. It's our chance to say, thank you, God, for everything. 

 

Dear St. Andrew's family, 

 

Our Book of Common Prayer is a treasure trove of Anglican theology. Near the back of 

the BCP, you'll find the catechism, an outline of our faith, in a question-and-answer  

format. Grace is defined as God's unearned and undeserved favor toward us. By God's 

grace, we are enlightened, forgiven, strengthened, and our hearts stirred.  

 

It seems sensible when read as printed type against a page of paper. But what does it 

mean to show grace to one another? Or to oneself? Giving grace seems like hard 

work. Paul writes to the Church in Corinth: There are different kinds of gifts, but the 

same Spirit; and there are different kinds of ministries, but the same Lord; and there 

are different kinds of working, but the same God working all things in all.   

 

What spiritual gifts, services, and forms of work do you have to offer? God is already doing a new thing. We just have to 

attune and align ourselves with God's work at St. Andrew's and our surrounding community. Through the self-giving of 

our unique and special gifts, we gladly join in the work of enlightening, strengthening, and stirring the hearts of God's 

people—of giving in grace.  

 

God's peace, 

Brandon 

 

Mary Lynn  
Rynkiewicz 

Brandon 
Nonnemaker 
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Upcoming at St. Andrew’s 

First Sunday in Advent 

Sunday November 27 

8:00 a.m. and 10:00am   
 

“First Sunday” Breakfast 

Sunday December 4 

9:00-10:00 a.m.  

Join us in the Undercroft!  
 

Red Cross Blood Drive  

Tuesday December 6 

12pm-6pm 

Undercroft  

 

Bagged Lunch Prep 

Saturday December 10 

4:00pm-5:00pm 

Undercroft kitchen 
 

Haiti Bakesale 

Sunday December 11 

After both services 
 

Christmas Eve 

Saturday December 24 

One service at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day 

Sunday December 25 

One service at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Feast of the Holy Name 

Sunday January 1 

8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Welcome to The Net! 
 

Editor-in-Chief 
The Rev. Dorota Wright-Pruski 

 
Managing Editor 
Emily Blecksmith 

 
Contributors 
Jen Madsen 

Jane Massant 
Mary Lynn  
Rynkiewicz 

Music Ministry  

Family Ministries 

Giving is a common theme at this time of 

year. It is stewardship season, and the holi-

days are fast approaching. One of the many 

joys of the holiday season is that we practice 

giving. With all of the joy there also comes a 

lot of pressure.  I often find myself running 

from one engagement to another, rehears-

ing and performing, shopping for gifts, at-

tending social gatherings and other events. 

I'm sure many of us can relate. 
 

And yet, in all the hustle, I find myself wish-

ing I could give more: wishing I had 

planned ahead enough to send holiday cards, 

wishing to be more present in the time I spend with family and friends, and 

wishing I were more intentional about it all. Then, the words of a good friend 

echo in my ear: "Don't run out of spoons," she says.  The first time I heard her 

say that I didn't get it, but it began to make sense over time. If you give away 

all the spoons you have, there is nothing left for feeding yourself. The meta-

phor may not work on every level, but it certainly gets at the point. How can 

you continue to give if you are not sustained? 
 

As I reflect on my wishes from past holiday seasons, one thing that is usually 

missing in the hustle is quiet time with God. I struggle to wisely allocate my 

God-given resources when I do not take time to listen for God's guidance.  I 

invite you to join me in an end of year resolution. Let's set aside time for 

prayer and reflection, away from distractions, to listen and allow the Holy 

Spirit to help us best put our resources to work. 

 

Creative  Directors 
Mark Seip 

Susan Thomas 

Giving in Grace can mean a lot of things. In 

this stewardship season, I encourage all of us 

to give parents of young children some grace 

(this is mainly for all of you parents of young 

children). Bringing young children to church 

takes an incredible amount of bravery. Chil-

dren are loud, disruptive, and do not want to 

sit still. It can feel overwhelming as a parent 

when your children are not meeting society's 

norms. When Finley and Fletcher were 

younger (and on some frustrating Sundays 

now), I would feel like everyone's eyes were on me 

and judging their loud behavior. I encourage all parents to give themselves 

grace in these moments. You made it out the door! You brought your kids to 

church! They are making a joyful noise to God even though you wish they'd 

wait 2 minutes to ask that question. God wants to hear those questions and 

that noise. God is present in that chaos- and wants you to know you are loved 

so much that your child cannot wait to ask that question or show you that 

drawing.  
 

For the rest of the St. Andrew's community, I would encourage you to show 

parents grace through a thank you or a smile. Thank these brave parents for 

bringing their children to church and letting the children know you are happy 

they are here. That small encouragement in the form of grace and love will 

make a world of difference! 

Christmas Tree Sale Starts  
Friday Nov 25 

 
Hours: Friday Nov 25, 9am-5pm, 

Sat 9am-5pm 
Sun 11-5pm 

While supplies last 

Mallory 
Nonnemaker 

Brandon 
Heishman 
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Giving Thanks for the Gift of Music   

Music Ministry 

Have you noticed how beautiful the organ sounds when it reverberates through the wooden beams in the Sanctuary?  Have 

you found yourself humming or singing after church?  Or do you simply enjoy the sounds of those around you in the pews? 

 

Every Sunday, I’m thankful for how our voices come together to praise the Lord with music. And recently I’ve had the  

opportunity to reflect on how much the music program has evolved during Brandon’s tenure as Minister of Music.   

 

My husband Dana and I began attending St. Andrews in 2014 and I joined the Vestry in 2016.  One of my first assignments 

was to lead the discernment process for a new Music Minister to replace Steve Benson. Working with Carol Kiranbay and  

Karen Colmie, we led listening sessions and a survey of the congregation to get input on a refresh to the music program, and 

interviewed several candidates for the open position — ultimately selecting Brandon, who had been serving as a supply  

organist during the search.   

 

We recommended several changes to improve the musical experience at the ten o’clock service, including favoring songs with 

simple melodies, repeating songs for several weeks until they’re familiar, having a cantor lead responses, and adding songs 

from the approved Episcopal hymnals beyond the blue ones in the pews.  

 

When you see the music printed in the service program, it’s usually coming from one of those other hymnals, like Wonder, 

Love and Praise; Lift Every Voice and Sing; and special editions featuring music by women and for children.  

 

Brandon’s special gift is the ability to make music invitational — a team effort, not a solo performance. While some parts of 

the program are the same — the hymnal, the organ, the choir, the hymns — the biggest change I see is the participation of the 

entire congregation, regardless of age, musical ability, or formal training. Our worship is enriched by all being able to  

participate musically.—Jen Madsen 
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1. What do you love most about  St . Andrew’s? 

Sophia: The picnics and receptions/parties 

Sid:  The St. Andrew’s Players 

  
2. What’s your favorite movie? 

Sophia: All of the Harry Potter movies  

Sid: The Star Wars series or Harry Potter 

 

3. What do you want for Christmas? 

Sophia: A dog  

Sid: A Nintendo switch 

 

 

Three Questions with Sid and Sophia Ghosh 

What We Found in the Attic 

The St. Andrew’s Scrapbook 1962-1973 is a collection  of photos 
and essays from members of St. Andrew’s Youth Group during 
the 1960s and early 1970s.   Although there is no date in the 
book, I imagine is was made sometime in the 2000s.   
 
The youth group during this time period was led by the Rev. 
Herbert Lodder, and according to the book, during the last years 
of his tenure the group swelled to as many as 140 members! 
 
The St. Andrew’s youth group  in the 60s and 70s was astonish-
ingly busy:  they held public dances to replace the dances that 
Arlington County public schools had canceled due to school inte-
gration,  they took trips to Shrine Mont, and they travelled all 
over the US and even internationally completing service  
projects.    For a period of time they even had their own coffee 
shop that they ran out of  the old St. Andrew’s undercroft! 
 
You can find this book in the library, on the top shelf of the 
bookcase to the right of the window.  And this will give you an 
excuse to spend some time in our lovely library, which is located 
in the chapel hallway on the left.  - Emily Blecksmith 

Sid and Sophia Ghosh are seventh graders at Williamsburg Middle School.  They, along with their mother Elissa, began 

coming to St. Andrew’s in 2013.  The siblings have starred in multiple Players performances, often serve as lectors during 

Sunday worship, and have participated in the Children’s Choir. 

Sid and Sophia Ghosh 
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Fall 2022 

From the Good News Department 
Milestones, Achievements and Celebrations 

Send us your Good News! 
church.office@standrewsarlington.org  

Hylah and Eli Wronsky were baptized on Sunday September 11.   

William Goldfarb was baptized on 
Sunday October 24.   

The best news!  Kamila Wright-Pruski was born in the wee hours of November 15, weighing 7.6lbs and measuring 21 inches.  
Dorota, Colin and Kamila are all doing well.  Congrats Wright-Pruski family, we can’t wait to meet Kamila! 

mailto:church.office@standrewsarlington.org
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Fall 2022  

“First Sunday” Breakfast September 11 and Nov 6 

The monthly breakfast, a longtime tradition at St. Andrew’s, has returned in full force this year!   A big thanks to  
Ted Edwards and Jason Thomas for reviving this wonderful event.  Mark your calendars,  the next breakfast is set for 
Sunday December  4. 
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Fall 2022 

Community Picnic September 18 
At long last, after a three-year covid pause, the Community Picnic returned!  The weather was just perfect for grilling,  

balloon animals and face painting, and catching up with friends after the summer.  A big thank you to the Welcome and 

Fellowship Committee for making it such a success. 
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Fall 2022 

The Blessing of the Animals October 2 

Rainy weather prevented the Blessing of the Animals from being outside,  so these lucky pets were welcomed into the  
sanctuary (something few cats and dogs have experienced)!  Despite the change in venue, these pets adjusted to their new  
surrounding with ease.   
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Fall 2022  

St. Andrew’s Players Costume Gala September 24 
The costume gala, part of the celebration of the 50th Anniversay of the St. Andrew’s Players, featured food and games 

based on five of the many shows produced by the Players:  The Sound of Music, Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat, Anne of Green Gables, The Madwoman of Chaillot, and The Wizard of Oz.  Games included spoon races, 

three-legged races, puppet theater, a "favorite things" board, Find the Ruby Slippers, Glinda the Good Witch Bubble 

Challenge, Flying Monkeys Smack-Down, and more.  A French cafe and trivia games for adults, and even a karaoke 

machine rounded out the festivities.  Goodies served included home-made ice cream, strudel, Thai donuts & Elephant 

cookies, hummus & pita, "poppy" cookies and many other delicious treats! 
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Fall 2022 

Campus Improvements  

Jim Williams worked diligently on this trash enclosure project 

(right) and the results are lovely!  Now our trash cans are out of 

sight and away from the kitchen entrance.   

 

In addition to the improvements pictured here, our declutter-

ing initiative over the summer was successful. Our main objec-

tives were accomplished: We significantly cleared out the attic 

level, creating new spaces and donating a number of kneeler-

chairs to our friends at Christ Church Alexandria. We also 

cleared out the Renehan Center, which has now been given a 

deep-cleaning so that we can show it to prospective tenants. 

Other work was done to consolidate all of our extra chairs into 

a common storage area, and to do some clean-up of areas like 

the chapel storage rooms. Work is ongoing on a project-by-

project basis in areas like the business office that will take more 

time and multiple rounds to complete. Overall, we are pleased 

with the spaces we have organized and freed-up to improve the 

usability of our campus. 

Thanks to Warren Marton’s efforts, this coat rack 
is now attached to the wall and takes up much 
less space in this corridor that leads to the attic 
stairs.    

Have you noticed these discs on the ceiling throughout 
St. Andrew’s?  These devices are part of our Wifi up-
grade and help boost the signal around building.   
Thank you to Mark Seip for taking the lead on this  
project! 
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Fall 2022 

St. Andrew’s Players Performance November 5 
“Still At It—50 Years of Faith, Drama, and Laughter” was performed by the St. Andrew’s Players on November 5th to an 
audience of approximately 110 people.  Written, produced, and directed by Jane Massant, the show told the history of the 
Player’s ministry through dramatic, musical, and video representations.  Helen Ely put together displays of memorabilia; 
Joan Lawrence provided costumes; Karen Woo, Bas Bakker, Katie Dailey, and Bella White were among the backstage and 
tech crew and Karen White, Florence Tanabe, Lloyd Starns, and Jean Lynn hosted the reception.  Special thanks to both 
Brandon Heishman and Barbara Wilkinson for their musical direction and accompaniment and to David Adcock for the 
acquisition of two spotlights which now belong to the church.    A spring musical is in the works with both singing and 
non-singing parts. Stay tuned! - Jane Massant  



 13 

St. Andrew’s and the Wider Community 

Groups at St. Andrew’s 
Ever wonder what happens at St. Andrew’s on non-Sunday days?  We host various groups throughout the year; some 
weekly, some quarterly and some annually. 

Daisy Girl Scout Troop 60275 meets every other Saturday from 
3-4pm here at St. Andrew’s. They focus on teamwork, crafting, and 
earning daisy petals. If you're interested in learning more, email 
Troop Leader Elizabeth Wood at tedderej@gmail.com 

After a three year hiatus, the Potomac Valley Watercolorists returned to St. Andrew’s for their annual art show on 

November 12 and 13.  The show was a resounding success; over 500 people came through the doors over the course of the 

weekend.  We are so glad to be able to continue our partnership with PVW! 
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Adult Education  

Have you made your list and checked it twice?  

 

The holiday season can often feel overwhelming, like an endless 

checklist. It’s no wonder Advent feels like a season of rushing toward 

Christmas. Preparations can feel endless!  

 

Is Advent just about preparing for Christmas? If Advent is just about 

the mad dash toward Christmas, then we have missed the point. So…

what exactly are we waiting for in Advent? The first Christmas has 

already happened, so what is there to wait for? And how do we slow 

down to observe this season when the world is rushing us through the 

holiday season?  

 

During the 4 Sundays of Advent, you’re invited to join our weekly adult study between services, at 9am (location 

TBD). We will explore more about the promises we have been made by God, looking at a different promise each week. 

Together we will take some time slow down and discover the hope and expectation we receive as gifts during this special 

season.  

 

Please email Rev. Rachel  at rshows08@gmail.com by November 23 to let her know you’d like to attend. 

Advent Formation Series with Rev. Rachel 
Starts November 27 

Save the Date: Lenten Adult Formation Series 

Your Faith, Your Life: An Invitation to the Episcopal Church  

Are you seeking to deepen your faith journey in the Episcopal Church? Beginning Sunday, February 26, Brandon 

Nonnemaker will lead a series of discussions.  

 

These sessions will be open to all but may be especially appropriate for those who are new to the Episcopal Church 

or those who wish to be confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church.   More information to come. 
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Mulching Party August 20  

ICYMI 
(In case you missed it) 

On a beautiful Saturday in August, these incredible volunteers  turned up to haul and spread mulch in the play ground.  
They made quick work of a very big job! 
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Welcoming. Growing. Caring. All with joyous hearts. That’s who we are. That’s what we 
do. So stop by and say hello whether for a cup of coffee, to tend our garden that feeds the 
hungry or to join for at worship. There’s a place for you at St. Andrew’s! 
 
Located in the heart of Arlington, Virginia, we offer something for everyone: from lifelong 
Episcopalians, to those just starting their spiritual journey, to recent trans-
plants looking for a new church home. Together, our church family is seeking a deeper 
relationship with God; supporting those in need in our congregation, neighborhood and 
beyond; and having a lot of fun along the way. We embrace all those who walk through 
our doors and strive to give back to the community.  

 

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church—Who We Are   

St. Andrew’s Staff 

The Rev. Dorota Wright-Pruski,  

Rector 

Brandon Heishman, Director of Music  

Mallory Nonnemaker, Family Ministry  

Emily Blecksmith, Parish Administrator  

 

St. Andrew’s  Vestry  

JC Scott, Senior Warden 

Mike Rauseo, Junior Warden 

Doris Smith, Treasurer 

Marie Hone, Register  

David Adcock 

Camille Benton 

Elissa Ghosh 

Sarah Flowers 

Bob McCabe 

Rosalia Rodriguez-Garcia 

Mark Seip 

 

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
4000 Lorcom Lane 

Arlington, VA 22207 

 

Advent and Christmas at  
St. Andrew’s 

Preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ 
 

First Sunday of Advent, November 27 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Adult formation 9am 
 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 4 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Monthly breakfast 9am-10am 
Adult Formation 9am 

 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 11 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Adult formation 9am 
Haiti Bake Sale during Coffee Hour 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18 
8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Adult formation 9am 
 

Christmas Eve, Saturday December 24 
5:00 p.m. Family Service 

Extended choral prelude beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day, Sunday December 25 
10:00 a.m. Eucharist 

 


